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"In Indie's|effort to ettain food self-sufticiency the problea be testing, process-
irng and diétfibuting improved agricultural irplenenta and educating villege
cultivators to utilize more irproved rachinery, particulerly bullock drawm and
for hand utlae,f 18 of vital importance.

I
"The hie;hliéht;b'.d ¢ this probler: i{s not new. The Royal Commission on Agriculiure
in Indie in their report issued 1in 1925 discussing agricultural inmplerients -
complained lthat while there was great scope for lrprovenent, tre governnment had
so {far done: disappointingly litile in the direction of irproving: implenents.

The position today in India in regard to these egricultural implenents 1is ahout
the seme aal it was when the Cormission nentioaed above reported their Tindings.
"There are f‘:ivé aspects ol' this problen. The Tirst is the design and testing or
the :merove(:i dgricultural machinery. The second is the establishment of small
workghops and factories to brocess the tested end improved lrplements. The
‘third is thé esteblishnent of narketing facilities to get the irproved, processed
irmplenments 1‘20 the cultivators. The rourth ig the training or villape blacksaith
to make eone qi‘ the simpler implements and to repalr and naintain the new and
improved irplemerts. The Tifth is the education of village cultivators about

the advantages and proper use oi' the improved irplemenis.

"On behalf of the Government of India the Indien Council of Agricultural Research
is now orgaﬂizing itself to give positive leedership to developing o netion-wide
Program of niodénxizaticn, testing, processing and distribution of improved
agricultu.rall nachinery.

"The :Lx:mediatle plans of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research call for the
establishment of a strong Agricultural Engineering Departrent at the Central
College of A‘gn-iculture, Mew Delhi. Associated with this Central Deparunent of
Agricultu.ral} Bngineering will be testing stations in the various states. The
central department and the state testing stetions will irmediately rake a survey
of ell agricultural implements now in use in Indisa. :

"Once tested, the useful implements will be given a stamp of approval for process-
ing, distribution and education Ffor village use. A nuseun for displaying these
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tested 'and approved impleme ts will also be organized in connection withw‘ thie

Central Agricuitural Engineering Department and the state testing stations.
T "The yillage blacksmith occupies a strateglc positioca in India's eiTort tL
modernize enl gain village acceptance and use of improved agrizultural irplenents.
Where villagers have bought improved implements and cannot get than repaired,
they are forced to revert to the use of the older ouimoded implenents wiich tfnc
villege blecksnmith can and will repair. Also the villege blecksmith 1s i‘blxe‘mejor
source ' of supply for many of the simple hend tools. Ii he is to nake the needed
improved hand tools, he must be tralned and given assistence in irproving his

own equipnent.

-

8. vpe make the village blacksmith an integral part of +this new progrom: of improving
and gaining village acceptance and educating for proper use of improved ‘ngri—
cultural implements, the Indien Council of Agricultural Reseexrch is plaqning

eerly establishment of workshops to train the vililage blacksnith. These work -

1

shops will be loceted adjacent to India's agricultural schools whiclh nov total
about 57 in number. ‘ :

N

9. "Thege workshops must be adequately but simply equipped so thet the village block-
srith will feel at ease and can go back to his own snithy and do the things he
haes learned in the training centre. It ls expected that the first year 1953,
25 such workshops for the training of village blecksniths will be organized. It
is expected that one of these training centres will be located in conner::tion with
the Agricultural Bugineering Department of the Central College of Agriculture.
Thie centre will direct the treining of the centres located throughout the country.
It ﬁarly experience is encouraging, additional workshops will be established in
1954. .

10. uphe Goverument of Indis has budgeted funds to get the major pheges of this progron
started irmediately. In more speciriic texrns the movernnent funds now available
for this project will nake it possiple for the Indion Council of Agricultural
Research to establish the Central Agricultural Engincering Depaxtment and the
required state testing statioms. Funds ere not nowv available, howcver,}for the

establishment of the needed workshops to train the village blaszksmith.”
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